In partnership with: C

M ( B A\ The British Board o
M4 Scholars & Imams

The Muslim Council of Britain

Organised by:
o [
I g Family N%stv?/grk

FRIDAY

Friday Sermon

(Jumu'ah Khutbah) on Fostering

muslimfosternetwork.org.uk | 01274 010192 | #FosterFriday #FCF26



Guidelines for the Foster Friday Sermon

Opening Reflection

In a world where we constantly hear about suffering across the Ummah, our hearts are
often drawn to places far away — Palestine, Syria, and beyond. We give, we pray, and we
raise awareness.

But there is another reality, much closer to home.

Across the UK, thousands of children — many from Muslim backgrounds — are growing
up without the care of their families. Some have fled war. Others have been separated
from loved ones. Many are navigating life alone in a new country, without the comfort of
familiarity, language, or faith-based support.

These are not distant statistics. These are children within our own communities.

A Hidden Need Within Our Communities

There are tens of thousands of children in care across the UK — including thousands from
Muslim backgrounds.

Many of these children:

e Do not have access to homes that understand their faith
e Struggle to maintain their identity
e Grow up disconnected from Islamic practices and environments

In many areas, the vast majority of Muslim children are placed in non-Muslim households
— not due to lack of care, but due to a shortage of Muslim foster carers.

This creates a gap — not just in care, but in belonging.

Why This Matters

For a child, home is more than just shelter.
e |tis where they learn who they are.
e |tis where their values are shaped.

e |[tis where their faith is nurtured — or lost.

A Muslim child in care may face challenges such as:
e Not understanding how to practise their faith
e Feeling different or isolated

e Losing connection with their identity over time

As a community, we have a role to ensure that no child feels like a stranger to their own
faith.



Fostering as an Act of Worship

In Islam, caring for others — especially the vulnerable — is among the highest forms of
worship.

The Prophet Muhammad £ himself experienced care and protection from others in his
early life. He knew what it meant to be without parents — and he taught us how to respond
with compassion.

He &£ said: “l and the one who cares for an orphan will be like this in Paradise,”
and he held his fingers close together.

This is not just encouragement — it is a promise.

Fostering is not simply a service.

It is an opportunity to earn closeness to the Prophet i in the Hereafter.

The Impact of a Muslim Home
When a child is placed in a home that understands their faith:

e They hear the adhan and recognise it

They learn to pray with confidence

They understand Ramadan as something meaningful, not confusing

They feel a sense of belonging, not difference

Sometimes, the smallest things — halal food, hearing “Bismillah,” celebrating Eid — can
have the biggest impact on a child’s identity.

Real Lives, Real Impact
Across the UK, Muslim families are already stepping forward.

They are welcoming children into their homes, supporting them emotionally, and helping
them reconnect with their faith and sense of self.

In one case, a young girl in foster care was able to experience Umrah with her foster family
— something that may never have been possible otherwise.

In another, foster carers described the deep bonds they formed with children over many
years — bonds built on care, patience, and love.

At the same time, there are stories of young people who struggled in placements where
their faith was not understood — leaving them feeling isolated and disconnected.

These stories remind us that who steps forward matters.

A Collective Responsibility
Not everyone will become a foster carer.

But everyone has a role to play.



As a community, we can:

e Encourage and support those considering fostering
e Raise awareness about the need

e Create environments where children in care feel welcomed and included

This is not just an individual responsibility — it is a collective one.

A Call to Reflect and Act
Ask yourself:

e Could my home be a place of safety for a child?
e Can | support someone who is considering fostering?

e Am | aware of the needs within my own community?

Sometimes, the greatest change begins with a single step.

Closing Reminder (For Khutbah)

We often ask Allah to ease the suffering of the Ummah.
Today, we are being given an opportunity to be part of that answer.

e To open our homes.
e To open our hearts.

e To protect the next generation.

May Allah guide us to what is best, allow us to support those in need, and make us a means
of mercy for others. Ameen.

Optional Khutbah Note for Imams
Encourage the congregation to:

e Learn more about fostering
e Share this message within their families

e Take practical steps towards supporting vulnerable children



